
1 

 TOWN OF DUCK 

TOWN COUNCIL 

MID-MONTH MEETING 

 May 18, 2022 

 

The Town Council for the Town of Duck convened at the Paul F. Keller Meeting Hall at 

12:00 p.m. on Wednesday, May 18, 2022. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Don Kingston; Mayor Pro Tempore Monica 

Thibodeau; Councilor Sandy Whitman; and Councilor Rob Mooney. 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: Councilor Tony Schiano. 

 

OTHERS PRESENT: Town Manager Drew Havens; Public Information Administrative 

Assistant Betsy Trimble; Finance and Human Resources Administrator Jessica Barnes; 

Deputy Town Clerk Kristiana Nickens; and Town Clerk Lori Ackerman. 

 

OTHERS ABSENT:   Police Chief Jeffrey Ackerman; Fire Chief Donna Black, Director 

of Community Development Joseph Heard, Town Attorney Robert Hobbs, and Public 

Information and Events Director Christian Legner. 

 

Mayor Kingston called the meeting to order at 12:02 p.m.  He noted that Councilor Tony 

Schiano was excused from the meeting. 

 

ETHICS FOR ELECTED MUNICIPAL OFFICIALS WEBINAR 

 

The Town Council members sat in for their required Certified Ethics training via a 

webinar put on by the North Carolina League of Municipalities. 

 

James Cofield of 101 Bias Lane East was recognized to speak.  Mr. Cofield stated that a 

few years ago, the Planning Board reviewed Chapter 160 and made a recommendation to 

the Town Council. He remembered a discussion that under the new Chapter 160 that the 

Planning Board was to be sworn in and take an oath of office.  He added that at that time, 

he was on the Dare County Board of Elections and he had to be sworn and take an oath of 

office.  He pointed out that there was a reference that one could not take an oath of office 

for two different offices.  He asked if the enactment applied to Duck in that the Planning 

Board members needed to be sworn in when they took office.  Mayor Kingston thought it 

was just for elected officials and not for appointed boards.   

 

James Cofield stated that he remembered that the question came up and Director of 

Community Development Joe Heard was emphatic that when the new statute took effect 

and Duck adopted it, that the Planning Board members had to be sworn in.  Mayor Pro 

Tempore Thibodeau thought it was something that should be looked into.  Mr. Cofield 

stated that there was one segment about Town officials and included subcommittees such 

as Boards of Adjustment and Planning Boards.  Mayor Pro Tempore Thibodeau clarified 

that it may not be just the Planning Board but all of the sub boards.  Mr. Cofield stated  
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