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The Town Council and staff are pleased to welcome Drew Havens as the Town Manager of Duck. Following an extensive search 

process, the Council voted unanimously to appoint Havens in December 2020. His role with Duck began in February 2021. 

After graduating from Syracuse University in 1984 with a BA in Liberal Arts, and a Political Science concentration, Drew received 

his Master of Public Administration in 2009 from Walden University. He is a graduate of the Public Executive Leadership 

Academy at UNC Chapel Hill and holds the Credentialed Manager designation from the International City and County 

Management Association. In addition to municipal management experience in small and large towns, Drew had an early career in 

public safety as a police officer and firefighter.  

Drew and his wife Kim live in Kill Devil Hills with their dogs. If you have not yet seen his smiling face around town, you can 

check out a short interview with Drew on our YouTube page. 

òI am humbled by the opportunity to work with the Mayor, Council, and a great group of 

professional staff members to continue to provide a high level of quality service to those who live 

in and visit Duck. I look forward to meeting those I serve and working in this organization that 

values transparency and collaboration, and with co-workers who are empowered to carry out the 

vision established by the community.ó - Drew Havens 
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On behalf of the Duck Town Council, I am writing this message with the sincere hope that each of you and your loved ones 

are safe and well. During my 10 years as Mayor, nothing we have faced has had such a lasting impact as the COVID-19 

pandemic. The largest impacts felt by the Town included a shift to live/virtual public meetings, the closing of our town offices 

to the public, and the cancellation of all Town hosted events in 2020. However, we also welcomed a surge of new and 

returning visitors well into the fall and winter. Throughout the year the Town council and staff have worked alongside the 

entire Outer Banks community to promote the information and direction provided by the state and county to keep our 

residents and visitors safe.  

The increasing vaccination rates and declining number of positive cases gives us an optimistic view of the upcoming season. 

Things will still look different this year when compared to past years. We remain cautiously optimistic for a return to normalcy 

later in the summer into the fall. In the meantime, we must remain patient and follow the guidelines that we know work. We 

remain confident that the Duck Town Park will again be filled with people, music, and that magic that makes this a unique and 

eclectic coastal community. We continue to wish you all well and look forward to seeing everyone now or in the future in the 

Town of Duck! 

- Mayor Don Kingston 
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Joe Heard 

Director of Community Development 

jheard@townofduck.com 

Sandy Cross 

Senior Planner 

scross@townofduck.com 

Steve McMurray 

Building Inspector 

smcmurray@townofduck.com 

Kay Nickens 

Deputy Town Clerk/Permit Technician 

knickens@townofduck.com 
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The Town of Duck has submitted a $1.69 million grant application through 

FEMAõs Building Resilient Infrastructure & Communities (BRIC) program to 

help fund infrastructure improvements in a quarter-mile stretch of Duck Road 

adjoining the Currituck Sound in the northern section of Duck Village. The main 

components of this coastal resiliency project include a living shoreline (marsh 

restoration/shoreline stabilization), sidewalk/bike lanes, and elevation of Duck 

Road (with associated stormwater management improvements) in that 

area.  Notice of the grant award is expected by July 2021. The Town recently 

contracted with VHB for design, engineering, and permitting, and plans to bidthe 

project in time for potential construction to begin in late fall 2021.  

Questions on any of the these projects or other Community Development projects can be directed to Director of Community Development Joe Heard at the contact 

information listed above. 
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In August 2020, the Duck Town Council adopted a new Comprehensive & 

Land Use Plan (CLUP) for the community. Planning consultants from Stewart, 

with valuable assistance from a nine-member advisory committee appointed by 

Town Council, facilitated the process of obtaining public input and updating 

the CLUP. The planning process provided the Duck community with an 

opportunity to help shape its distinct vision and unique identity. Once 

authorized for final adoption by the N.C. Coastal Resources Commission, the 

CLUP will serve as a guide for community decision making by Town staff and 

elected leaders. 

Map of the coastal resiliency project area 
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